
IMPLEMENTING COLOR SCHEMES EFFECTIVELY
A L E X I S  M A E  B A C A N I





BUT…



COLOR THEORY

• What colors look good together?

• Why are some colors used and some not?

• Categorizing colors



THE COLOR WHEEL

• Your best friend today :)

• I hope you like rainbows ~





Adobe Color Demo

https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel


HUES – Pure colors 

TINTS – Addition of white

TONES – Addition of grey

SHADES – Addition of black



THE PSYCHOLOGY 
OF COLOR

WHY?









R E D  -  F A S T  F O O D B L U E  -  H O T E L S
G R E E N  –  

A N I M A L / E N V I R O N M E N T  

C O N S E R V A T I O N



SENDING A MESSAGE
C O L O R S  C A N  H A V E  A  V A R I E T Y  O F  M E A N I N G S / A S S O C I A T I O N S

https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2010/01/color-theory-for-designers-part-1-the-meaning-of-color/


WHAT DO THESE LOGOS HAVE IN 

COMMON?



CONTRAST

• Making colors look distinct

• Provides readability



L O W  C O N T R A S T M E D I U M  C O N T R A S T H I G H  C O N T R A S T



L O W  C O N T R A S T M E D I U M  C O N T R A S T H I G H  C O N T R A S T



CONTRAST DIRECTS FOCUS



CONTRAST REINFORCES CLARITY



WEB DESIGN

• FINALLY!

• Applying color theory in web design





60%

30%

10%

LoL

https://www.leagueoflegends.com/en-us/


CofC

60%

30%

10%

https://charleston.edu/


MUSC

60%

30%

10%

https://web.musc.edu/


IN GENERAL…

60% 30% 10%
• Dominant color

• Dark/light colors

• Used in areas where there is 

information

• Body

• Complementary color

• Has information

• Header

• Navigation

• Throughout body

• Footer

• Accent color

• Highlights 

important features

• High contrast

• More saturation

• Buttons

• Decoration



THANK YOU!
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